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PREFACE.

Tur writer deems no apology necessary in submitting
the early and unhappy history of Kansas to the public, A
conviction of its importance fnpelled him to the task, and
he assumed the duty of historien under the belief that his
apportunitics for observation, and participation in mueh of
what hays oceurred, gave him advantages over other writers
Tesy conversant with the subject.

It is not the intention of this preface to make an elabo-
sabe agsertion of impartiality,  What is written is offered
to the public as the simple rrorn, and a fair record of the
events it chronicles, The writer does not claim to be impar-
tinl on the canse of quarrel, nor would he regurd such a
profession as vory ereditable in any other person; yot he
believes that bis convietions could neither induce him to
wrong an enemy, nov do a riend more than justice, The
futuve will fully vindicate the truth of all that is written ;
aal, i there is one generous mind which, with the lights
now belore it, would incline to charge the author with per-
version, et gueh o doubter know that the authov, while he
values the good opinion of all good men, wounld rather thus
he suspected, than purchase o doubtful reputation for impar-
tinlity at the sacvifice of a trothful record. The common
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frick of anthors who lack indepomdenee, i, to componind
Dotween ¢ God and matmmen,” s, nosteering euaetly T
gween two opinions, o eluim all e vivtnes, ek exeaption
from all the vices, of both, Sueh i conrae e author dies
not desive to imitate.

Tn this narrative there is o fuithtund record of all the ine
portant docwments, and the opinions of Toth sides ave
hooen given on many imporbant points, althongh the desipgn
was to have o connected nnernlive, rather thaa o eolleetinn
of statements. In the hiographical shetels contidned
in the work the writer Tas trented the lenders on both
gidos with that close serutiny whiels is the publie vight
regardy public mon, A perusal will probably exoneride
from the charge of “pulling 3 wul i nome {frientds repard
thoir handling os rather “candid,” let them know that it
was, ot least, without malice,

Tn deseriptions of the battles, gkirmishes, amd other atrile
ing incidents, groat paing hias beon taken to Tuve the ont-
lines and the facts correet, and to muke the plelure g
true o nature as possiblo.  As it was the design Lo give
o higtory of the struggle, rathor than o condensation or
colloction of outrages, very many important and outragreous
oceurrences have been necossarily omittoed.,

Finally, reader, after having pernsed i, critivize, il
consure it as much as you think you conseientiously van,
In the history thus submitled, the privilego of Jrdgging men
and things has been too freely exeretwel to bu rrudgeed
to any caveful reader by

T Auriog.
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