TY COMMUNITY
245 NE 30 RO - Great Bend,

< GE

Kansas 67530

TILI FIRST MORNINC,

IIE founding of Topeka was not w premedi-

tated seheme, hat rather win wectdent, as nen
count aceidents,  The Tte compaiy of steangers,
now appropriately stylod the © Fathers of 'l'n]n:kl.n,”
for the first time exehanged greetings aronml (e
eamp fire, on what s now the novthwest corner of
Kansns and Wirst avenaes,

,I,i'.‘\\'m« Just as the wun went down, on the 4l
evening of December, 1854, wnd they busied thome-
selves during tho twilight in m'u:-,iiugz; harriery
:.‘l,guinﬂt the winds and frosts of :ul»pm:wiuiw night
in gathering praivie grass to rest wnd Hl(mpi‘lpnn -
i rest and sleep they wight.

When the discomforts of the night, were past
and the little party had hroken fast upon mtc:li
meagoer fragments of food as they chaneed to have
?hcay walled out upon the elovatod divide Hupm'm;-’-
ing the valleys of the Kaw and the Hlnm-rzmml’wv.
more fally to view the site of their l)l"l(‘.ﬂ:'-('.()llﬁg?d:
ered onterprise, T |

No cloud was within the bounding horizon; thoe
sky higher and broader than ovuv‘lmi'm'u; t:l:u af-
wosphiere clear, cold and highly rarified, revealing
to the astonished vision objects fur l;uyon(l 11:1

i
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usugl ken, and those at hand in strange expansc;
thoe broad belt of timber emerging past the high-
landds from the unknown west, and stretehing far
away to the east, holding in its dark embraces the
piver of Kansas, its presence there anon revealed by
vistu-views of crystal iee, radiant with morning light.

The Shunganungs, past Buenett’s Mound, and
joined by Willett's erecle, coursed its ginuous way
through rieh, alluvial meadows. Martin’s, Deer,
Stinson’s and Tecumseh from the south; Soldier,
Muddy, TlalfDay and Tudian from the north—
gilent little rivulets, by wooded borders made con-
spietous on the seene—at equal distances hisecting
the hroad valley of the Kaw, to confluence with its
gull-hound waters.

The general topography—the limitless field off
aver-varying, never-tiving undulations, gymmetrical
Heautics every one—enlled forth devout gratula-
tions, alike for facultics which find delight in form,.
and these natural ohjeets to satisfy their cravings.
Tho great sun poured its flood in genial rays of red
askance the plain, dissolving frost to dewdrops on
the scared grass, and inviting the perceptions to:
the pure and the picturesque. And over this

varied seenc of besuty, an all-pervading sense of”

solitude, deep and awful as cternity.

Memory turns to such a morning, and amid such
surroundings boeholds a little group of men stand-
ing against the sky on yonder plateau, exchanging
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with cager interest the scene of life’s labors before:

them.
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lances of doubtful recognition, and contemplating'
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