INTY COMMUNITY
NE 30 RO - Great Bend, Ka

THE BABES IN THE WOODS,

XVIIT.
The Babes in the Woods.

Jorry and Jane are abt home again in
Barber County.

The last contest between “Chester” and
J‘erry hag been fought—and won by Mr.
Long. Chester I. Long will go to Congress,
Jerry Simpson will never more be in official
place. A century of new thought has flowed
into the last decade. “It does not matter
so much,” says Emerson, “how far a man has
got, as which way he is facing.” As with a
man so with the world at large.

One Sunday morning Jerry is stretched
at length on the lounge in their cosy farm

house living room. Ie is holding a news-
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paper before his face to hide the mischievous
twinkle in his eyes from the observation of
hig son TLester.

Lester’s face is anything but placid.
For the first time in his life he finds it hard
to broach a matter to his father. ‘

Lester fidgoets, casts anxious glances to-
wards  the obstrueting  uewspaper. e
wants to break the silence, he lacks courage
and goes to the kitchen.

“Ma, T wish you'd tell him.”

“Oh, som, T think you ought to tell him
yourself.”

“But, Ma—oh, well, I will, hang it all.”

“Son” returns to tho sitting room. The
newspaper still absorbs his father’s attention.

‘Another spell of fidgets, another rush to
the kitchen.

“Ma, T think I’Il wait until tomorrow,
then I’ll agk Pa to go hunting, he likes to go
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with me, then TI1 get him in a fence corner
and tell him Il shoot if he says no.”

“Now, son, just go in and have it over
with, Pa will be all right.”

Jane goes in and whispers, “Do make
it ensy for the boy.”

Jane goes back to the kitchen. Lester,
breathlossly, “Did you tell him, Ma ??

“No ,son, it wounldn’t be proper, go your-
H(\“.'.n

Lester rushes in, “Pa, I want—Pa, T’d
like——well, Pa T’'m going to get married.”

“Oh, are you, son? Well who is the
other Babe in the Woods? There’s some
Iady mixed up in this case, isn’t there #’

Of course “Pa’ has known all the time
the eause of Lester’s perturbation. Jerry
and Jane had talked half the night before
about their boy with all the tenderness and

all the wonderment that come to parents
187




COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
4% NE 30 RD - Great Bend, Kansas 57530

THE STORY OF

when they awaken with surprise to the faet
that their little child—their baby-—is a
grown np and getting ready fo take into the
Tife that has heretofore helonged so closely to
them another to whomn he will eleave closer
than to father or mother,

“The other Babe in the Woods” was a
swoeet  school girl, Gerlie Kelly by nume.
Jerry and Jane took her to theiv warm hearts,
Tittle allic’s place was not quite vacant af-
ter Gerlie eame,

Loster brought his pretty wife to the
farin Liome and (he same evening Jorry called
Jane aside and whispered, “Let us go on a
bridal tour, WLl take the night train for
Kangas City and leave tho Babes in the
Woods to keep house by themselves, they will
be happier alone,”

“But,” said Jane, “I’m not ready to go
so soon.”  “Oh, never mind, just go as you
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ave and wa'll buy some wedding toggery in
Kansas City.” ‘

And  so  they went—these life-long
chums—-a wiser, sadder, happicr pair than
sailed so Tong ago vpon the Summor Cloud.

For one blessed, carve-free month they
shaid in Tansus City.

Jerry read to Jane, they joked, they
langhed, they shopped, they went to the
theatres, they ordered good things at the res-
taurants, they planned for the future of the
dear children in the home nest, whom Jerry
always spoke of as their Babes in the Woods.
They talked much and wonderad about the
mysterious Great Beyond.

And this their second bridal trip was

hetter, richer than their first.
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