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The waters of the Great Lakes some-
times Iash themselves into a great storm-fury,
ag if to rival in ferocity the raging temper of
the ocean. On such a deadly time, one of
the largest trading ships afloat the Lakes, the
“J. II. Rutter,” Captain Jerry Simpson, was
in tow of a steam bargo off the west coast of
Michigan. The fierce duel between the erew
of the Rutter and the angry storm wagoed
evenly a whole day but when night came the
storm had gained and held the ship and the
ship’s crew at its mercy. The two crafts

were torn apart, the Rutter’s steering
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geer  Dbeenme  wseless The nen o that

helpless vessel saw denth’s face staring in

their own.  Captain Simpson’s alert deviees

kept the ship alive through the Tong nigly of
deadly peril. At breuk of duy the Rutber
ran aground,  The storm shated; the 1ifo
peril passed, then the Captain, unheedful of
the stress and strain of the souland-hody
wrenching hours, hetool Tinsell to tha saving
of the ship. The Rutler was apropnd off
Tndington,  Michign,  Caplaiu - Sinpson
went ashore with his small hoats wnd soon
persuaded forky landsmen to heldp unlond the
eargo.  The men worked with o will nnider
the spell of Captain Nimpson’s elicery eont
mands wntil, the task half done, the defiant
wind avose and baffled every move, Tl
landsmen were unable to keop their foct and
Captain  Stmpson, aided by Tis hrothor

James, lifted the mem bodily 1o safor
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places and lashed them to the rigging. TFrom
this perilous plight they were rescued by a
life saving crew. The owners of the Rutter
were notified of the struggle for the salvation
of their ship while its outeome was yet un-
certain,  They sent hourly messages to the
little village in Indiana where the Captain’s
wife, with their little one, listened to the
storm with such cold foar as only a sailor’s
wife with Iusband on the wild sea can know.
It is a prime Dbusiness disaster for a
aiptain to lose n boat entrusted to his com-
mand, But Jerry Simpson was a game, grace-
Iul loser. Those hours of battle with the
storm efched lines that never left his face
but he never whined or whimpered in his
lifo. He fully expected to lose his rank and
his engagement with the ship’s owners,
Instead they gave him a larger, better

boat.
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